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1. COMMERCIAL OEFICER DISCUSSED ASSERTIONS, MADE BY LOCAL 
PRESS AND ATTRIBUTED TO PRESIDENT PEREZ AND PRIME MINISTER 
TRUDEAU OE CANADA, THAT CANADA HAD PRIME CHANCE OF OBTAINING 
VENEZUELAN 

RAILROAD PROJECT WITH DR. ROBERTO AGOSTINI, PRESIDENT OF INSTITU- 
TO FERROCARRILES DEL ESTADO. DR. AGOSTINI REAEFIRMED THAT NO 
COUNTRY, NO FIRM HAS ANY SPECIAL ADVANTAGE IN OBTAINING 
RAILROAD PROJECT AT THIS TIME. 

2. DR. AGOSTINI SAID THAT FOLLOWING PRESS REPORTS (REETELS), 

BRITISH AMBASSADOR HAD CALLED ON MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS TO BE 
ASSURED THAT FAIR BIDDING PRACTICES WERE BEING EOLLOWED. ACCORDING 
TO AGOSTINI BRITISH HAVE VERY HIGH HOPES OF OBTAINING PROJECT. 

FRENCH, AGAIN ACCORDING TO AGOSTINI, SAY THEY WILL WIN THE CONTRACT 
"AS A POINT OF HONOR", WHILE JAPANESE HAVE MAINTAINED LARGE 
DELEGATION OF RAILROAD EXPERTS IN CARACAS FOR SEVERAL MONTHS. 
AGOSTINI COMPLAINED THEY ARE PESTERING HIM AND HE HAS LIMITED 
RECEIVING VISITORS IN HIS OFFICE TO ONE MORNING PER WEEK. 

3. AGOSTINI SAID HE HAS HIGH HOPES THAT AMERICAN EIRMS WILL 

BID ON PROJECT. COMMERCIAL ATTACHE ASKED WHAT EFEECT GOVERNMENT- 
TO-GOVERNMENT BIDDING (FROM BRITAIN, FRANCE AND POSSIBLY OTHERS) 
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AGOSTINI REPLIED THAT THIS WAS SIMPLY A MANIEESTATION OE U.S. 
ECONOMIC POWER IN THAT SINGLE U.S. EIRMS WERE LARGE ENOUGH TO TAKE 
ON TASK WHICH REQUIRED GOVERNMENT SUPPORT AND PARTICIPATION BY 
OTHER NATIONS ENTERING CONTEST. 

ACTION EOR COMMERCE 

4. EMBASSY MUST RECEIVE NAMES OE U.S. FIRMS WISHING TO PRE- 
QUALIFY FOR PROJECT BY FEB. 18 IN ORDER TO PRESENT FORMAL LETTER 
INCORPORATING NAMES OF ALL U.S. ENTITIES BY FEB. 20 DEADLINE AN- 
NOUNCED IN PRELIMINARY BIDDING DOCUMENTS. 

SHLAUDEMAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 12 FEB 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ShawDG 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976CARACA01715 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760054-0415 
From: CARACAS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 976/newtext/t1 9760257/aaaabxfp.tel 

Line Count: 73 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION COME 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 JUL 2004 by izenbei0>; APPROVED <01 NOV 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MAJOR PROJECTS - VENEZUELAN RAILROAD 
TAGS: BEXP, VE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



